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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 4, 5, 8, 12-aH4'X'are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

k 

anticipated by Fukuoka (US 6,300,976 B1). 

Regarding claim 4, Fukuoka discloses a wireless communication unit, 
comprising: an interface portion signally connected to a main device (I/O card 
having a card connector, Fig. 1,15 and Fig. 8, 40, connected to a camera, Fig. 1, 
30); a recording portion performing non-volatile recording (flash memory. Fig. 8, 
45); a wireless communication portion performing wireless communication (I/O 
connector can be used to perform wireless communication, Fukuoka, Col. 3, 
lines 33 - 37); a control portion transmitting information through said wireless 
communication portion to an external destination (I/O protocol controller, Fig. 8, 
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43) and generating a backup of said information in said recording portion 
(memory card stores information captured by the camera, Fukuoka, Col. 5, line 
48 through Col. 6, line 10), said information being inputted from said main device 
to said control portion through said Interface portion (Fukuoka, Col. 2, lines 57 - 
62); and a mode input portion receiving input of a manipulation by a user of 
setting an operation mode (the user can set an operating mode from the camera, 
Fukuoka, Col. 5, lines 29 - 34), wherein said control portion includes, as 
operation modes set in said mode input portion: a communication and backup 
mode for transmitting and backing up said information (the user can store 
information captured by the camera in the memory card, Fukuoka, Col. 5, lines 
48 - 57 and transmit the captured data through the I/O card, Fukuoka, Col. 2, 
lines 60 - 62 and Col. 3, lines 27 - 48); and a recording mode for recording said 
information without transmitting said information (memory card is used to store 
captured information, Fukuoka, Col. 5, line 48 through Col. 6, line 10). 

Regarding claim 5, Fukuoka discloses wherein said control portion further 
includes, as the operation mode set in said mode input portion, a communication 
mode for transmitting said information without performing the non-volatile , 
recording of said information (images captured by the camera can be transmitted 
without storing the images in the flash memory, Fukuoka, Col. 3, lines 27 - 48). 

Regarding claim 8, Fukuoka discloses a wireless communication unit, 
comprising: an interface portion signally connected to a connector of a main 
device (I/O card having a card connector, Fig. 1 , 15 and Fig. 8, 40, connected to 
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a camera, Fig. 1, 30), said connector being dedicated to a recording-medium 
(flash memory, Fig. 8, 45); a wireless communication portion performing wireless 
communication (I/O connector can be used to perform wireless communication, 
Fukuoka, Col. 3, lines 33 - 37); and a control portion having a function of 
acquiring information to be recorded from said main device while imitating a 
recording operation done on said main device through said interface portion and 
function of transmitting said acquired information through said wireless 
communication portion to an external destination (the user can store information 
captured by the camera in the memory card, Fukuoka, Col. 5, lines 48 - 57 and 
transmit the captured data through the I/O card, Fukuoka, Col. 2, lines 60 - 62 
and Col. 3, lines 27 - 48), wherein said control portion selects said information 
with predetermined attribute information and transmits said selected information 
through said wireless communication portion to the external destination (CPU 
controls the operating parameter of the camera, Fukuoka, Col. 5, lines 29 - 34 
and Col. 6, lines 18-54). 

Regarding claim 12, Fukuoka discloses a wireless communication unit, 
comprising: an interface portion signally connected to a connector of a main 
device (I/O card having a card connector, Fig. 1,15 and Fig. 8, 40, connected to 
a camera, Fig. 1, 30), said connector being dedicated to a recording-medium 
(flash memory. Fig. 8, 45); a wireless communication portion performing wireless 
communication (I/O connector can be used to perform wireless communication, 
Fukuoka, Col. 3, lines 33 - 37); and a control portion having a function of 
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acquiring information to be recorded from said main device while imitating a 
recording operation done on said main device through said interface portion and 
a function of transmitting said acquired information through said wireless 
communication portion to an external destination, wherein said wireless 
communication unit is constituted by being divided at least into a connection unit 
(card connector located within the main device, Fig. 1,17 and card connector of 
I/O card. Fig. 8, 40) and a body unit (I/O card, which if desired can include the 
functions of the memory card. Fig. 1,15 and 16, Fukuoka, Col. 6, lines 55 - 60), 
said connecting unit (card connector, Fig. 1, 17) including at least said interface 
portion and having a size and an outer shape allowing said connection unit to be 
substituted with the recording-medium connected to the connector of said main 
device (Fig. 1), said connector being dedicated to the recording-medium, and 
said body unit being signally connected to said connection unit and including at 
least said wireless communication portion (Fukuoka, Col. 3, lines 27-48 and 
Col. 6, lines 55 - 60). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuoka 

in view of Tipirneni (US 2002/0109859 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 6, Fukuoka as applied above discloses a wireless 
communication unit, comprising: an interface portion signally connected to a 
main device (I/O card having a card connector. Fig. 1,15 and Fig. 8, 40, 
connected to a camera, Fig. 1 , 30); a recording portion performing non-volatile 
recording (flash memory, Fig. 8, 45); a wireless communication portion 
performing wireless communication (I/O connector can be used to perform 
wireless communication, Fukuoka, Gol. 3, lines 33 - 37); and a control portion 
transmitting information through said wireless communication portion to an 
external destination (I/O protocol controller. Fig. 8, 43) and generating a backup 
of said information in said recording portion (flash memory being used to store 
information captured by the camera), said information being inputted from said 
main device to said control portion through said interface portion (Fukuoka, Col. 
2, lines 57-62). 

However, Fukuoka as applied above does not specifically disclose 
wherein said control portion automatically deletes said backup from said 
recording portion after transmission of said information in said wireless 
communication portion is normally terminated, when said control portion 
generates the backup of said information in said recording portion. In an 
analogous art, Tipirneni discloses wherein said control portion automatically 
deletes said backup from said recording portion after transmission of said 
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information in said wireless communication portion Is normally terminated, when 
said control portion generates the backup of said information In said recording 
portion (TIplrneni, Page 3, Paragraph 0032, lines 7 - 26). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the technique of TIplrneni to the system of Fukuoka in order to 
provide an efficient system and method for viewing and more particularly to a 
password-protected system which acquires and transmits patient Images to a 
server for remote access via the Internet. 



6. Claim 9 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuoka 

in view of Watanabe et al. (US 5,590,306). 

Regarding claim 9, Fukuoka as applied above does not specifically 
disclose wherein said attribute information is attribute information Implying write 
protect. In an analogous art, Watanabe discloses an attribute information 
implying write protect (Watanabe, Col. 21, line 65 through Col. 22, line 23). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the technique of Watanabe to the system 
of Fukuoka in order to provide an IC memory card control system capable of 
efficiently using storage areas by restoring an IC memory card which has been 
subjected to a hot-line ejection. 
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7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuoka 

in view of Komori (US 6,182,004 B1). 

Regarding claim 10, Fukuoka discloses a wireless communication unit, 
comprising: an interface portion signally connected to a connector of a main 
device (I/O card having a card connector. Fig. 1, 15 and Fig. 8, 40, connected to 
a camera, Fig. 1 , 30), connector being dedicated to a recording-medium (flash 
memory. Fig. 8, 45); a wireless communication portion performing wireless 
communication (I/O connector can be used to perform wireless communication, 
Fukuoka, Col. 3, lines 33 - 37); and a control portion having a function of 
acquiring information to be recorded from said main device while imitating a 
recording operation done on said main device through said interface portion and 
a function of transmitting said acquired information through said wireless 
communication portion to an external destination (the user can store information 
captured by the camera in the memory card, Fukuoka, Col. 5, lines 48 - 57 and 
transmit the captured data through the I/O card, Fukuoka, Col. 2, lines 60 - 62 
and Col. 3, lines 27-48). 

However, Fukuoka as applied above does not specifically disclose 
wherein aid control portion prohibits power supply from said main device to said 
wireless communication unit from being stopped by imitating the recording 
operation done on said main device through said interface, while performing 
wireless communication with said wireless communication portion. In an 
analogous art, Komori discloses wherein aid control portion prohibits power 
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supply from said main device to said wireless communication unit from being 
stopped by imitating the recording operation done on said main device through 
said interface, while performing wireless communication with said wireless 
communication portion (prevent power failure during a rewriting of a program 
stored in a rewritable nonvolatile memory, Komori, Col. 1, lines 21 - 32). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the technique of Komori to the system of 
Fukuoka in order to provide a nonvolatile memory rewriting apparatus and 
method which is capable of setting a hold/stop condition of an electric power 
supply during a program rewriting in correspondence with the importance or 
priority of programs stored in a rewritable nonvolatile memory. 



8. Claim 1 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuoka 
in view of Palatov et al. (US 2003/0063196 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 3, Fukuoka as applied above does not specifically 
disclose wherein said body unit includes an extension connector connectable to 
the recording medium; and said control portion records said information in the 
recording-medium connected to said body unit through said extension connector. 
In an analogous art, Palatov discloses wherein said body unit includes an 
extension connector connectable to the recording medium (card adapter. Fig. 1 B, 
122 configured to receive a storage card. Fig. IB, 120); and said control portion 
records said information in the recording-medium connected to said body unit 
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through said extension connector (transfer data from the portable storage device, 
Fig. 1 B, 100 to the storage card. Fig. 1 B, 120, Palatov, Page 5, Paragraph 0067, 
lines 4-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide the technique of Palatov to the 
system of Fukuoka in order to provide a memory adapter so that the user can 
transfer data from a data storage card, that is used to take digital photos, to a 
portable storage device then the user can economically take unlimited number of 
digital photos without the need to frequently upload data to a desktop computer. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Un C Cho whose telephone number is (571) 272-7919. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571 ) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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